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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 • 5:30-7:30PM

T
Join us at Red Rocks Country Club
for a complimentary evening of Casting & Cocktails!
Jonathan Walter, FFI Certified Master Casting Instructor, and his
team will be present to teach casting and offer tips and tricks to
improve your fly fishing skills. Whether you are a regular on the
river, or have never picked up a rod, there will be something for you!
The evening will include a challenge course with shooting line,
accuracy and distance stations. Fly rods will be supplied, but feel
free to bring your own for some 'reel' instruction.
Space is limited, so please reserve your spot(s) by contacting
Matt Blake at matt.blake@wamboltwealth.com

he ‘dog days of summer’ are upon us. We are enjoying warm weather, water
flowing at optimal levels and trout actively feeding on dry flies. It doesn’t get
much better than that does it? We want to take advantage of these conditions, so
we will be taking some trips in the coming months. If you are interested in joining us, email me with your favorite place to fly fish (your secret spot will not be
shared with the rest of the members)! We will have a random drawing and will
notify you if you are chosen to join us for a day of fly fishing with a guide.
This month’s featured article examines different water conditions and explains
how to choose the right colored fly based on the water clarity. As we know,
conditions can change quickly. How you adapt will make a huge difference to
your fishing success.
We are excited to announce that we will be hosting another event at Red Rocks
Country Club next month. Join us for an entertaining evening of ‘Casting and
Cocktails’ on Wednesday, September 6 at 5:30pm. More information can be
found on the back page. We encourage everyone to join us for drinks, appetizers
and fun!
Enjoy your time on the water and I hope you have tight lines!
			

Matt Blake, Senior Wealth Management Advisor
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FLY OF THE MONTH • JS FEATHER DUSTER • Size 12 AND 14

A

no nonsense fly that likes to keep the river nice and neat, the JS Feather
Duster is a killer Chironomid pattern known for cleaning fish out of even
the tightest holes in the river. This flashy cluster type fly can be fished with
equal effect as both dry and wet. When you are ready to clean house on your next
trip to the water, tie on a JS Feather
Duster!
Dry/Wet: Dry or Wet
Fly Category: Attractor Pattern
Family: Midges & Chironomids
Species: Chironomids, Mosquitoes,
Other
Life Stage: Adult

The Need to See it to Eat It...
Breaking Down Water Clarity and Fly Selection
Peter Stitcher - Ascent Fly Fishing
This article follows up the previous article titled “Do You See What I See,”
published in April of 2014. For an introduction to understanding and exploiting trout
vision, take a moment and check out the previous article at
http://ascentflyfishing.com/blog/do-you-see-what-i-see/

The world of trout is constantly changing from month to month, and sometimes
from hour to hour. An afternoon thunderstorm or release from a mountain
reservoir can quickly turn the clear water of a stream into something more
resembling chocolate milk, while long summer days will see lowland lakes
taking on the appearance of pea soup as algae fills the water column. The
challenge to the fly fisher, no matter how adept they are in matching the
hatch, is choosing fly patterns that are visible to the fish through the
constantly changing water clarity. Simply put, if the fish can’t see your
flies, they are not going to eat them.
Flies are visible to trout when light reflects from their surface,
creating a sharp profile that stands out against the algae and
stone-colored world of trout. The color that is perceived by the
trout, corresponds with the wavelength of light that reflects
from its surface. For example, the color red is perceived as
red light, which shines from the body of a red copper john,

while the rest of the color spectrum of
orange, yellow, green, cyan, blue and
violet is either absorbed by the water
or absorbed by the fly. To choose the
best color and to ensure that our flies
maintain a sharp profile, we need
to take into account both the clarity
and color of the water.

Water clarity is defined as how far you
can see in the water. In water with high
clarity, fish might see an approaching fly or
streamer from 20 feet away, while in muddy
or stained water with low clarity, flies may only
be visible from several inches away. The clarity of the
water is dependent both on the color of the water and the
amount of sediment (dirt, sand, or algae) suspended in the water. Water color can
vary from an aqua blue, due to the leaching of minerals in rocks, to the rusty red
color of a beaver pond created by decaying wood and vegetation.

When fishing different colored waters, the color of that water indicates colors that
will be most visible to the trout. In the reddish brown waters of a beaver pond, it
will be the red and orange flies that stand out sharply to the trout, while
the green, blue, and violet light that would define other flies is absorbed
by the water. In waters stained green by algae, it will be the chartreuse
green flies in your box that will pop out to the trout, capturing and
reflecting in turn the green wavelengths of light as they bounce off
of the algae while all other color spectrums are absorbed.
In waters clouded by dirt and sand, from washing into the
river by a storm or dredged from the riverbed during runoff, it will be dark colors and pieces of flash that will help
your patterns stand out to the trout. The black body of a
slumpbuster will absorb all available light in the water
column, creating a stark profile, while the silver belly
creates a slight halo of reflected light to draw the
trout in for a strike.

In the end, do not let green waters or runoff
turn you away from the river. Match the color
of the water with your flies and get dark
when things get dirty. You will catch fish!

